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Meeting Minutes

Chairman Bryan Bandy
Vice Chairman Bobbie Jones
Treasurer Lisa Bender
Secretary/City Liaison Lori Hill
Member Mayor Debra Wimpee
Member Gary Briggs
Member Jeff Martin
Member Mitch Reed

	Tuesday, September 9, 2025
	13:30
	Broken Arrow Veterans Center



CALL TO ORDER
Chairman Bryan Bandy called the meeting to order at 13:30 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE TO THE FLAG
Gary Briggs led the Pledge of Allegiance

ROLL CALL AND INTRODUCTIONS
Present:	Bryan Bandy, Bobbie Jones, Lisa Bender, Lori Hill, Gary Briggs, Jeff Martin, Mitch Reed 
Absent: 	Mayor Debra Wimpee 

VETERANS CENTER GENERAL BUSINESS

Presentation of August 5, 2025, meeting minutes- 

Motion: A motion was made by Jeff Martin, seconded by Lisa Bender
Move to approve August 5, 2025, meeting minutes

Aye: Bryan Bandy, Bobbie Jones, Lisa Bender, Gary Briggs, Jeff Martin, Mitch Reed 
Nay:

Presentation of the Treasurer’s Financial Report – Lisa Bender provided the update on the financials, including the statement of account for August. Lisa said we are off by $18.00, and she is trying to find where that amount is. There have been updates to QuickBooks, and our CPA said it could be an issue with their system.

Beginning Balance:	$3968.02
Income:		$  417.00
Expenses:		$  961.38
Ending Balance:		$2405.64 

Motion: A motion was made by Gary Briggs, seconded by Mitch Reid
Move to approve the August 2025 financials.
Aye: Bryan Bandy, Bobbie Jones, Lisa Bender, Gary Briggs, Jeff Martin, Mitch Reed 	
Nay:




Entry Way Advertisements – Bobbie said that the VSOs should do a better job of keeping the building looking nice, and it’s an opportunity for the building to shine. The recently removed tape has also removed some of the paint from the walls.

Bryan suggested that the entryway bookshelves either be painted the same color or disposed of. Resources can be placed in the binder or folder at the front desk. Only one copy is needed, so please do not accept multiple copies or brochures. Bryan said that if there is anything on the walls in the common areas, it needs to be in a frame or professional-looking. Bryan said the common areas need to be maintained, but the doors of the VSOs are theirs to manage.

Mitch mentioned that there may be extra paint in the kitchen to do minor repairs to the walls. Bryan suggested that anything going on the walls should require board approval.

Motion: A motion was made by Bobbie Jones, seconded by Mitch Reid
Move to approve that the board will make the approval of anything hanging on the walls in the common areas.

Aye: Bryan Bandy, Bobbie Jones, Lisa Bender, Gary Briggs, Jeff Martin, Mitch Reed 
Nay:

Vietnam Veteran Wood Sign

Motion: A motion was made by Bryan Bandy, seconded by Bobbie Jones
Move to approve the board to allow for a recently donated Vietnam Veteran wood sign to hang outside of the VVA office.

Aye: Bryan Bandy, Bobbie Jones, Lisa Bender, Gary Briggs, Jeff Martin, Mitch Reed 
Nay:

Picnic Tables – Lisa Bender mentioned there is a veteran volunteer (founder of the Broken Warriors Ranch) willing to make two new picnic tables for the center to replace two damaged tables. He will donate these tables to the center.

Bryan requested his information so the center can send him a letter of appreciation. It was suggested that the old tables could be donated to him if he would like to salvage the wood.

Motion: No action required.

Wreaths Update – Lisa Bender said that 146 wreaths have been purchased to date. Mitch said Purple Heart recently approved the purchase of 15 wreaths. 

Motion: Informational only – no action required

Calendar Duty – Lisa Bender provided the current list. Now through early October, there are no paid rentals.

Motion: No action required





REMARKS AND INQUIRIES FROM VETERANS CENTER BOARD MEMBERS

Lori Hill inquired about the Eagle Scout wanting to do his project. Bryan will provide the Eagle Scout with Lori’s contact information.

Lori also mentioned that the City Council will have a ceremony next week to display the Muscogee Nation flag. This will be available to all city buildings.

Bryan Bandy suggested that someone reach out to the gentleman with the concrete markers in the hallway to pick them up. We should not allow entities to use the center to sell their wares.

Jeff Martin said some tiles in the American Legion office are crumbling. Lori requested that he send her pictures, and she will submit them to Building Maintenance.

Lisa Bender suggested a mail slot at each VSO door to capture mail and checks. 

Motion: A motion was made by Jeff Martin, seconded by Mitch Reed
Move to approve Lisa Bender to purchase mail slots for each VSO door.

Aye: Bryan Bandy, Bobbie Jones, Lisa Bender, Gary Briggs, Jeff Martin, Mitch Reed 
Nay:

Lori Hill mentioned that it would be a good idea for each VSO to have each other’s emergency contact information, should an event ever take place at the center.

Gary inquired about the phone at the front desk and wondered if the volunteers ever answered it. Bryan said he would prefer that the volunteers not answer the phone, and it goes to the respective VSO’s voicemail.

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT

Chairman Bandy asked the board to consider badge requests for Angela Lindstrom and Renata Bierig.

Motion: A motion was made by Jeff Martin, seconded by Mitch Reed
Move to approve the two new building badge requests.

Aye: Bryan Bandy, Bobbie Jones, Lisa Bender, Gary Briggs, Jeff Martin, Mitch Reed 
Nay:

Guests’ opportunity to address the Veterans Center board on general topics related to the Veterans Center business or services (no action may be taken on matters under this item).

None

ADJOURNMENT

Motion: A motion was made by Jeff Martin, seconded by Bobbie Jones
Move to adjourn the meeting at 14:06

Aye: Bryan Bandy, Lisa Bender, Gary Briggs, Jeff Martin, Mitch Reed 
Nay:
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