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	Tuesday, July 1, 2025
	13:30
	Broken Arrow Veterans Center



CALL TO ORDER
Chairman Bryan Bandy called the meeting to order at 13:26 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE TO THE FLAG
Gary Briggs led the Pledge of Allegiance

ROLL CALL AND INTRODUCTIONS
Present:	Bryan Bandy, Lisa Bender, Lori Hill, Mayor Debra Wimpee, Gary Briggs, Jeff Martin, Mike Sturgill (Mitch Reed proxy) 
Absent: 	Bobbie Jones
Guest: 		Mary Jo Turner

VETERANS CENTER GENERAL BUSINESS

Presentation of June 5, 2025, meeting minutes- 

Motion: A motion was made by Gary Briggs, seconded by Jeff Martin
Move to approve June 5, 2025, meeting minutes

Aye: Bryan Bandy, Lisa Bender, Mayor Debra Wimpee, Gary Briggs, Jeff Martin, Mike Sturgill 
Nay:

Presentation of the Treasurer’s Financial Report – Lisa Bender provided the update on the financials, including the statement of account for June. 

Beginning Balance:	$3421.10
Income:		$  625.00
Expenses:		$1031.94
Ending Balance:		$3133.80 

Motion: A motion was made by Jeff Martin, seconded by Gary Briggs
Move to approve the June financials.

Aye: Bryan Bandy, Lisa Bender, Mayor Debra Wimpee, Gary Briggs, Jeff Martin, Mike Sturgill	
Nay:


Mission Statement – Five examples of a mission statement were presented to the board for consideration.

The board liked #4 as the Vision Statement:

To provide active-duty, veterans, and their families with a trusted and accessible space for support, camaraderie, and guidance, while honoring their service through continued advocacy and community connection.

The board liked #5 as the Mission Statement:

At the Broken Arrow Veterans Center, we are dedicated to honoring and supporting those who have served our nation. Our mission is to provide a welcoming and inclusive environment where veterans can access a comprehensive range of services and resources. By housing multiple veteran service organizations under one roof, we aim to foster collaboration, streamline support, and enhance the well-being of our veterans and their families. Together, we strive to empower veterans to lead fulfilling lives, achieve their goals, and contribute to their communities.

Motion: A motion was made by Lisa Bender, seconded by Jeff Martin
Move to approve the new Vision and Mission statements.

Aye: Bryan Bandy, Lisa Bender, Mayor Debra Wimpee, Gary Briggs, Jeff Martin, Mike Sturgill
Nay:

Credit Card Payment for Facility Usage – Lisa Bender said that there are some people not interested in renting the facility if they cannot use a credit card for the usage fee. Lisa suggested Zeffy as they don’t charge a fee, and it’s been around since 2016. Zeffy is specifically for non-profits, is revenue-neutral, and offers a convenient payment method option.

Motion: A motion was made by Jeff Martin, seconded by Mike Sturgill
Move to approve using Zeffy as a credit card payment option for facility usage fees

Aye: Bryan Bandy, Lisa Bender, Mayor Debra Wimpee, Gary Briggs, Jeff Martin, Mike Sturgill
Nay:

Trash Removal – Lisa requested that each VSO take their trash and place it in the dumpster. Please do not leave it in the hall.

Motion: No action required.

City Calendar for Center Booking – Lisa would like to know about large city events, so she doesn’t book the facility. There was discussion about continuing to rent the facility and utilizing “center parking only” signs and barricades.

Lori Hill said she would send Lisa Bender a link to the city’s community calendar for reference. 

Jeff Martin suggested the center purchase a few A-frame signs that show that the center’s parking lot is for center usage only. Bryan Bandy also suggested that the center purchase a few traffic cones. 


Motion: A motion was made by Gary Briggs, seconded by Mike Sturgill
Move to approve purchasing A-frame signs and traffic cones for the facility to use during events.

Aye: Bryan Bandy, Lisa Bender, Mayor Debra Wimpee, Gary Briggs, Jeff Martin, Mike Sturgill
Nay:

Eagle Project – Austin Peterson from Troop 252 presented his eagle project idea to the board. His project would provide a pathway to the fire pit at the center.  ADA accessibility was discussed, and Austin was provided with information to widen the pavers for the walkway.

Because this project will require city approval, Austin will present his idea to the City Council at a future meeting. Austin will have four adults and four scouts assisting him with the project. Ron Bender said that Austin would lead and manage this project. Bryan Bandy asked Austin to revisit and resubmit the project idea to the board for consideration.

Motion: Informational only – no action required

Storage Building Update – Mary Jo Turner provided an update. The build date will be July 23rd. Home Depot will provide 10 volunteers for the project. Home Depot will deliver the supplies the day before the build. The Mayor suggested Mission BBQ to feed the volunteers. Mary Jo will pick up the bins so the VSOs can start organizing their things.

Motion: Informational only – no action required

Wreaths Update – Lisa Bender said that 129 wreaths have been purchased to date.

Motion: Informational only – no action required

Calendar Duty – Lisa Bender said there are no rentals for July.

Motion: No action required

REMARKS AND INQUIRIES FROM VETERANS CENTER BOARD MEMBERS

Photo wall – Lisa said she has run into an issue with hanging the pictures because there is metal behind the wall. Mike Sturgill said he would help Lisa with getting the pictures hung on the wall.

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT

Chairman Bandy talked about the picnic event. Lisa will talk to the Blue Star Moms, and Gary will talk to the VVA. Bryan said we need to figure out a day in October and asked Lori to see if any city events would conflict.

Bryan also discussed the bond project proposal and the request to add additional parking spaces and expand the building for more banquet space.

There was a discussion about the handicap parking spaces and adding more for the building. Lori said she would reach out to someone in Engineering and Construction or Streets to see if we can add additional handicapped parking spaces.



Guests’ opportunity to address the Veterans Center board on general topics related to the Veterans Center business or services (no action may be taken on matters under this item).

None

ADJOURNMENT

Motion: A motion was made by Lisa Bender, seconded by Debra Wimpee
Move to adjourn the meeting at 14:16

Aye: Bryan Bandy, Lisa Bender, Mayor Debra Wimpee, Gary Briggs, Jeff Martin, Mike Sturgill 
Nay:
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