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Chairman Bryan Bandy
Vice Chairman Bobbie Jones
Treasurer Lisa Bender
Secretary/City Liaison Lori Hill
Member Mayor Debra Wimpee
Member Gary Briggs
Member Jeff Martin
Member Mitch Reed


	Tuesday, June 5, 2025
	13:30
	Broken Arrow Veterans Center




CALL TO ORDER
Chairman Bryan Bandy called the meeting to order at 13:31 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE TO THE FLAG
Gary Briggs led the Pledge of Allegiance

ROLL CALL AND INTRODUCTIONS
Present:	Bryan Bandy, Lisa Bender, Lori Hill, Mayor Debra Wimpee, Gary Briggs, Jeff Martin, Mitch Reed 
Absent: 	None

VETERANS CENTER GENERAL BUSINESS

Presentation of May 6, 2025, meeting minutes- 

Motion: A motion was made by Jeff Martin, seconded by Lisa Bender
Move to approve May 6, 2025, meeting minutes

Aye:  Bryan Bandy, Lisa Bender, Mayor Debra Wimpee, Gary Briggs, Jeff Martin, Mitch Reed 
Nay:

Presentation of the Treasurer’s Financial Report – Lisa Bender provided the update on the financials including the statement of account for May. The center has a balance of $3,421.10 

Motion: A motion was made by Jeff Martin, seconded by Gary Briggs
Move to approve the May financials.

Aye:  Bryan Bandy, Lisa Bender, Mayor Debra Wimpee, Gary Briggs, Jeff Martin, Mitch Reed 	
Nay:

Bylaws Update – The bylaws were distributed to all attendees before the meeting.

Motion: A motion was made by Jeff Martin, seconded by Gary Briggs
Move to approve updated bylaws.

Aye: Bryan Bandy, Lisa Bender, Mayor Debra Wimpee, Gary Briggs, Jeff Martin, Mitch Reed 
Nay:

Member dues for Bobbie for ODVA – this was inadvertently left on the agenda and was discussed at the May meeting.

Motion: No action required

Center’s Facebook page – Jeff Martin will speak with Ted McElroy and ask him to take down the duplicate Facebook page.

Motion: No action required.

Fundraising opportunities – Bryan Bandy suggested having volunteers with the reserve center help coordinate a family day. They could bring equipment out to display. Gary Briggs mentioned that he could contact the National Guard to help with coordination. A committee should be formed to look at a September or October date for this event.

Motion: No action required

Building coverage during the day – Lisa Bender asked for this to be added to the agenda. She recently came to the building when the building should have had coverage and there was no one there. She asked each of the VSO groups to remind their people to stay during the hours of operation.

Motion: No action required

Chartering Scout Troop – Disbanding will be in September or October. The center can hold a small troop. Lisa has the rules and regulations of a troop chartering organization. There is a group about to eagle out. Once the veterans center building charters a group, it belongs to the building.

Motion: No action required

Bond proposal update – Bryan proposed to add more office space versus storage space. Possibly add on to the banquet hall and add on to the south wall with approximately 1,000 sq ft. There was also a discussion about adding heat and air to the existing storage room. Expanding the parking lot was also discussed.

Motion: A motion was made by Lisa Bender, seconded by Gary Briggs
Take the request to the city for further consideration.

Aye: Bryan Bandy, Lisa Bender, Mayor Debra Wimpee, Gary Briggs, Jeff Martin, Mitch Reed 
Nay:

Photo wall – Each organization has colors that represent their branch. Lisa suggested the boards be taken down and the pictures put into frames. Call it a “wall of honor”. It was discussed to leave the gold in the center as a remembrance board.

Motion: A motion was made by Bryan Bandy, seconded by Gary Briggs
Take the photos and place them in frames and remove the blue background

Aye: Bryan Bandy, Lisa Bender, Mayor Debra Wimpee, Gary Briggs, Jeff Martin, Mitch Reed 
Nay:

Flag retirement – Mitch said all flags have gone to the VFW. There will be an all-day ceremony on June 14, 2025.

Motion: No action required

Front desk binder – Bryan showed the board the new information binder for the front desk. He asked each of the VSOs to make sure their information was correct and add any pertinent information to the binder.

Motion: No action required

Storage building update – Jeff said that Home Depot now wants to become more involved with the center. Home Depot will complete the work in the first week of July.

Motion: No action required

Wreaths Across America Update– Lisa Bender said that 119 wreaths have been sold out of the 777 goal. Lisa said that there is $280 since the first of the year to purchase more wreaths. Jeff said there are approximately 869 graves at Park Grove Cemetery.

Motion: No action required

Calendar Duty – Lisa Bender went over the calendar and duty assignments. Bryan asked if a copy of the duty assignments be placed in the front desk binder.

Motion: No action required

REMARKS AND INQUIRIES FROM VETERANS CENTER BOARD MEMBERS

Mitch said that Eddie Crisp needs to stop referring to the Veterans Center as the VFW building.

There is a county or state representative who wants to do a rally. There will be no charge if they support veterans. If it is a political rally, they will need to pay the rental fee. 






CHAIRMAN’S REPORT

Chairman Bandy asked if there was a mission statement for the center. No one was aware of one so Bryan asked everyone to bring some suggestions to the July meeting.

Bryan also recognized Mitch Reed for his years of service at the Veterans Center as the board chair.

Bryan also recognized Mary Jo Turner and Jeff Martin will provide the certificate to her.

Guests’ opportunity to address the Veterans Center board on general topics related to the Veterans Center business or services (no action may be taken on matters under this item).

None

ADJOURNMENT

Motion: A motion was made by Jeff Martin, seconded by Lisa Bender
Move to adjourn the meeting at 14:15

Aye: Bryan Bandy, Lisa Bender, Mayor Debra Wimpee, Gary Briggs, Jeff Martin, Mitch Reed 
Nay:
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